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Course Outline

The following is to be observed as a guide to the content students will learn in Honors Chemistry throughout the school year.  

1. Class Policies

2. Laboratory safety, equipment, procedures & “The Right to Know Law”

3. The Science of Chemistry
4. Matter and Atoms

5. Temperature, Energy and Heat

6. Physical and Chemical Change

7. The Structure of the Atom

8. Elements and the Periodic Table

9. Bonding

10. Compounds and Molecules

11. Water and Solutions

12. Chemical Reactions

13. Stoichiometry

14. Reaction Rates and Equilibrium

15. Acids and Bases

16. Gases

This course is designed to prepare college bound students for the content they will encounter should they enroll in a general level college chemistry course for science majors.  This course does include problem solving involving mathematics and hands on experience in the laboratory.  All required mathematical skills will be taught as they are needed as the school year progresses.

Instructional Texts
A Natural Approach To Chemistry,  2010
Holt  Chemistry 2004

Required Materials
Basic four function calculator (can purchase one at the dollar store)
A writing utensil

Lined Notebook paper

Folder or 3 ring binder

Class Policies

Late to Class
· In accordance with school policy which will be strictly enforced:  more than 15 minutes late without a pass is considered a class cut.
· Any worked missed (class warm up activity, quiz,etc) because of an unexcused late to class will be a zero in the grade book.

· Students with more than one unexcused late to class in a marking period may not be eligible for any extra credit that marking period, at the teachers discretion. 

· Students who come late to class will not be allowed a pass out of class that period.

Attendance Policy

· In accordance with school policy which will be strictly enforced 
Passes out of Class

· No passes will be given out during the first and last 15 minutes of any period.

· Students who are late unexcused to class will not be eligible for a pass during that class period.

· The teacher will keep track of the frequency each student asks to use the bathroom.  Students who are found to ask for bathroom passes frequently will be denied at the teacher’s discretion.  If the student has a medical condition requiring frequent use of the bathroom, there must be documentation from a doctor on file in the nurse’s office.
· Appointments with an advisor or academic dean will have to be rescheduled if they occur during a Test or Lab

· Teachers do not have permission to give you a pass to your academic dean.  You must come to class with a pass/appointment form already filled out by your dean. 

· I will sign drivers-ed passes the day the student is supposed to drive immediately before the student’s appointment.  I will not sign the pass if the class is taking a test or doing a lab during the period you wish to drive!
Assigned Seats

· The teacher will assign each student to a particular seat for the entire school year.  A student may have his/her seat changed at any time based on the teacher’s discretion in order to promote the most suitable learning environment for the class as a whole.

· Students are expected to stay in their assigned seat for the entire class period unless otherwise directed by the teacher.
· If you need a tissue, ask for one and it will be passed to you if the teacher has any

· If you have trash, leave it on your desk until the end of the period, throw it away on your way out

· If you need to sharpen your pencil raise your hand and ask first

End of Class

· Clean up your area by picking up any litter near your seat.

· Return all borrowed lab equipment and instructional materials to the designated place in the classroom. 

· Remain seated until the TEACHER dismisses you, not the bell!
· Any student who needs to discuss personal issues (about attendance, grades, discipline…) with the teacher should wait until the last few minutes of class. When that time comes, raise your hand and ask to speak to me privately.  If there is time for it, I will honor your request.  If there is no time at the end of class, your options are:

· E-mail me

· Leave a voice message on my phone

· Try to catch me between the end of the school day and 2:45 pm in my room

· Try again another day

Academic Cheating

· Any situation where students are caught cheating on any graded assignment, both the student doing the copying and the student whose paper is being copied will receive a ZERO, the students’ parents will be notified, and the students will receive the appropriate consequence listed in the student code of conduct.

Handing in Assignments
· All assignments handed in to the teacher should have the following written in pen in the upper right hand corner of the paper:




Full first and last name


     Example:
Jones Smith

Chemistry Pd ...





Chemistry Pd 3

Description of assignment
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· All illegible work will be returned to the student and the student may rewrite or type it and turn it in the next day for half credit.  If I can’t read it, I can’t grade it!
· Assignments w/o a name will lose five points or all points (if assignment is worth less than five points).

· Any assignment that includes math must include all work; answers only will not receive any credit.

· Students will receive a ZERO for work missed due to class cutting, this includes:

· Homework that is due the period s/he cut

· Tests, quizzes, class work, labs, and/or extra credit done in class the period s/he cut

· Homework that is assigned the period s/he cut 
· Work not handed in by the beginning of the period it is due is late.  Late work will receive half credit
· When the teacher has graded an assignment and handed it back to the class it is too late to turn that assignment in and it shall be recorded as a zero in the teacher’s grade book. 

Make Up Work

· It is the student’s responsibility to ask for any missed work because of an absence(s).  Any work not made up b/c the student didn’t ask for it in a timely manner will be a zero.

· Should the student complete a make up assignment but have an Unexcused Absence the day the assignment was assigned or the day it is due, Mr. Clarke will grade the assignment, but the abbreviation “AU” meaning Absent Unexcused will be written next to the grade on the student’s paper and the grade will be recorded as a zero in the teacher’s grade book.  Should the student get the Unexcused Absence changed to an Excused Absence after the assignment has already been graded, then the student must resubmit the original assignment in order to receive full credit for what she/he completed.
· Students absent on the day of a test are subject to an alternate test that contains different questions than those on the original test but will cover the same lessons as the original test.

· If you are absent when the class does a lab or activity, you will be excused from the lab or activity if you have an excused absence and you will receive a zero for the lab or activity if you have an unexcused absence.
Behavior during Lab

· The Safety Contract must be signed by both a parent/legal guardian and the student before the student is permitted to participate in lab.  Any lab the student misses because the safety contract has still not been signed and returned to the teacher will be recorded in the grade book as a zero.
· Lab Goggles must be worn at all times during Labs unless otherwise instructed by the teacher.
· Any eating or drinking in the lab area is dangerous and will result in a zero for that lab

· Horseplay or misuse of lab equipment is dangerous and will not be tolerated.  Any student displaying such behavior will receive a zero for his/her lab, a phone call home, and a written referral.
Extra Help

· Extra help for any students struggling with a concept being covered in class is available only by appointment. The time of the appointment will be determined when you ask for extra help.  If a time when both the teacher and the student are both available cannot be agreed upon, your options are:

· Find a tutor (another chemistry teacher in the building or in another school)

· Ask for help from a peer (Mr. Clarke will be able to recommend other students if you wish) 
Students Grades
· Students and their parents have the ability to check both grades and attendance online on their own time as often as they wish on the Home Access Center.

Student Notebooks
· It is strongly recommended that all students keep all graded assignments handed back to them (included those that have “AU” written on them) in a well-organized notebook.  This will help remove any doubt as to whether a student has completed an assignment that they have not received credit for in the teacher’s grade book.  

· If a student claims that they received a grade for an assignment that the teacher has recorded as a zero in the teacher grade book, the student must show the original assignment with the grade on it to get credit for it.

· Taking notes is a requirement.  Your labs, home work, class work, quizzes and NOTES will be your only resources to study for unit tests as well as the Midterm and Final exam. You are not permitted to keep your unit tests.  Your notes will cover everything you can expect to see on any test.

Tests, Midterm & Final Exam
· Although students will not be permitted to keep their tests, students may ask to have their tests handed back to them so that they may see which questions they got wrong and ask any questions they have concerning their test grade.

Grading Scale

· The following grading scale is used by the Christina School District:

A+=100-98     A=90-97     B+=87-89     B=80-86     C+=77-79      C=70-76     D+=67-69
    D=60-66

· The value for each type of assignment is as follows for each marking period grade:
Tests/quizzes – 30%        all other graded work – 70% 

Extra Credit

· There will be occasional opportunities for extra credit, which will be handed out at the teacher’s discretion.
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Dear Parent / Guardian,

Welcome to the beginning of a new school year.  As we prepare for the upcoming academic year, I would like to provide some important information about expectations that are necessary for the success of your student in CP Chemistry.  


Please review the course syllabus with your son or daughter carefully.  A copy of the course syllabus for this class containing all topics that will be taught, classroom rules and policies that students will be held accountable to, and how students shall be graded was given to your student in class and can also be found at my website:

http://mrclarkesclassroom.weebly.com/index.html


Please make use of the Home Access Center link on the district webpage to view your child’s grades and attendance for each of his/her classes on the internet on a regular basis. Contact the school if you do not yet have a username and password to sign into the Home Access Center.  

Please copy down my phone number and e-mail address from this page and do not hesitate to use them if you have any questions.  

Our school records are often times not up to date with parent contact information.  Since phone numbers and e-mail addresses of parents often times change for a variety of reasons, I ask that you fill out your contact information below so that I may get in touch with you regarding your son or daughter's progress in my class if necessary and have your son or daughter return this ENTIRE letter to me in class.  I look forward to working with you and your child during the school year.  

Sincerely,




Mr. Nathan Clarke


Student name _______________________________________________________


Parent/Guardian name_________________________________________________

Home phone number __________________________________________________

Work phone number __________________________________________________

Cell phone number ___________________________________________________

E-mail address _______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________________
Date _____________
